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leadership and in the efficiency of a ship's company,
which had retained its identity of organization
through so many years of his personal and energetic
supervision. Indeed, the captain of the British
flagship on the American station wrote: "The
Shannon's men were trained and understood gun-
nery better than any men I ever saw." Every
morning the men were exercised at training the
guns and in the afternoon in the use of the broad-
sword, musket, and pike. Twice each week the
crew fired at targets with great guns and musket-
ry and the sailor who hit the bulPs eye received
a pound of tobacco. Without warning Captain
Broke would order a cask tossed overboard and
then suddenly order some particular gun to sink
it. In brief, the Shannon possessed those qualities
which had been notable in the victorious American
frigates and which were lamentably deficient in
the Chesapeake.

Lawrence's men were unknown to each other and
to their officers, and they had never been to sea
together. The last draft came aboard, in fact, just
as the anchor was weighed and the Chesapeake
stood out to meet her doom. Even most of her
officers were new to the ship. They had no chance
whatever to train or handle the rabble between